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 Two years ago, during the centennial celebration for the Stanton Bird Club, the early 

history of the Club was highlighted. In the fall of 1918, plans for the founding of the 

Club were put on hold until the following year due to fears about the rate of infection 

and death which were occurring in the U.S due to the flu pandemic. 

Fast forward to 2020 and we faced our own set of challenges about what to do about 

planned programs and activities during a pandemic.  We learned to do things 

differently to keep people safe, while recognizing we could still offer activities.  Thanks 

to the dedication of members, we continued to offer bird walks, created a storybook 

trail for families and gave away over a thousand scavenger hunts for children to enjoy 

while learning about nature.  Our two major sanctuaries remained opened and served 

thousands of visitors seeking respite. Several members walked at Thorncrag to keep 

the tradition of the Dr. Larry Nadeau Memorial Wildflower Walk alive. The Christmas 

Bird Count was held following the National Audubon guidelines. We discovered that 

holding our annual meeting at Thorncrag worked surprisingly well (see article on page 

2) and that Board meetings could be held, initially outside at the Hayward gazebo at 

Thorncrag and by Zoom when the weather forced us inside.  

As we move forward, we will continue to make decisions about programs that had to 

be canceled last year.  We are tentatively planning for the Wildflower Walk and Plant 

Sale and Thorncrag Nature Week as well as our Annual Meeting.  I think those early 

founders of the Club would be pleased that the Bird Club is alive and well, surviving 

now through two pandemics a century apart. 
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“I go to nature to be soothed, healed and have my senses put in 
order.” 

John Burroughs  American essayist and naturalist 
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Anticipated species for sale: 

On a crisp fall day, over thirty members of the Stanton Bird Club gathered for 

our annual meeting. Seating was set up to maintain physical distancing while 

members listened to a presentation by Gary Maurer, Chair of the Stewardship 

Committee on the history of the acquisition of the 14 parcels of land that 

comprise Thorncrag. By being at Thorncrag during this talk, there was a 

greater understanding of where each parcel was located. 

The silent auction and book sale were held and members left with a goodie 

bag of autumn-themed baked goods. 

The feedback was very positive with members encouraging us to consider 

holding the annual meeting at Thorncrag again. 
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Two recent studies show that the joy delivered by birds isn’t just anecdotal. In 

December, a study by the German Center for Integrative Biodiversity Research 

connected greater bird biodiversity to increased life-satisfaction for more than 

26,000 people in 26 European countries. It turns out the people who live near 

natural areas with a greater diversity of bird species were demonstrably happier. 
"According to our findings, the happiest Europeans are those who can experience numerous 

different bird species in their daily life, or who live in near-natural surroundings that are home 

to many species."   According to another study from Cal Poly, hikers who heard bird 

song while on a trail have a more positive overall experience and feel greater 

joy. 

 

 

At more than 70 years of age, Wisdom, the world’s oldest known banded wild 

bird, is taking on the challenge of motherhood once again. An egg laid by 

Wisdom, a Laysan Albatross, late last year on a speck of land in the Pacific 

Ocean hatched at the beginning of last month, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 

announced. Biologists believe that Wisdom, who was first identified and 

banded on Midway Atoll in 1956, has hatched between 30 and 36 chicks, 

possibly more. 
 From  NY TIMES March 5, 2021 
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Birds are smarter than we may think. Starting in 1921 in Great Britain, Blue Tits began 

to pierce holes in the foil on the top of milk bottles to sip the cream. Over the next 25 

years this behavior spread to thirty towns.    Urban sparrows and finches often bring 

cigarette butts to their nests; they’ve somehow discovered that nicotine kills bugs.      

In some places, crows drop nuts on roads and wait for them to get run over by cars.  

From Becoming Wild by Carl Safina 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

                                                                                                              

In 2022 we will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of Thorncrag. If you are an artist or 

photographer who would like to participate in an art show to highlight Thorncrag, please 

contact Jeri Maurer at jerigary@fairpoint for details. 
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